
INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE 
Making early childhood education a top policy priority 

The first five years of a child’s life are arguably the most important for their development. Research
confirms that a child’s early experiences lay the foundation that influences their future health,  
learning skills, social and emotional abilities, and overall growth. A strong investment in Pre-K and  
early childhood programs is the first step in ensuring that children from all backgrounds have the  
tools they need to reach their highest potential.  

WHO CURRENTLY HAS ACCESS TO PRE-K? 
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THE IMPACT OF EARLY LEARNING  

Children who attended Pre-K generally achieve higher grade point averages and are more likely to graduate high
school and college than those who don’t.  

Every $1 invested in Pre-K saves taxpayers up to $13 in future costs in incarceration, education, tax collections
increases, and welfare. 

Investment in Pre-K reduces the number of children placed into special education classrooms in the third grade;
special education costs nearly twice as much as regular classroom education .  1 

POLICY PRESCRIPTIONS 

Make Pre-K a permanent part of the public school budget 

Instead of treating Pre-K as a separate entity, it should be viewed as a basic component of the K-12 system and a
necessity for all students. North Carolina should create a dependable funding stream for early childhood education by
making it a permanent component of the public school budget.  

One possible model could be the state of Rhode Island which adopted a school funding formula in 2010 that integrated
Pre-K funding into the state public education system. The Rhode Island Education Aid Foundation Formula used a
phased-in approach to expand access to high-quality Pre-K for communities with a high portion of children eligible for
free and reduced lunch. The phased-in approach allowed the state to create high-quality programs,  
prioritize access to children who needed it most, and support transition 
between the early childhood system and K-12 .2 
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http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/State-of-Preschool-2017-Full.pdf
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1.     https://www.publicschoolsfirstnc.org/resources/fact-sheets/quick-facts-benefits-of-pre-k/ 

2.     http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/funding-pre-k-through-the-school-funding-formula.aspx 

3.     http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/home-visiting-improving-outcomes-for-children635399078.aspx  

4.     https://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-ellen-stevens/traumasensitive-schools-part-two_b_1632126.html  

Develop “trauma-sensitive” practices on a school-wide level 

Every year, thousands of young children are exposed to one or more types of trauma. The traumatic experiences children
face significantly impacts their stress levels, ability to engage in social contexts, and focus in school. North Carolina
should aim to create a statewide policy that encourages the development of trauma-sensitive frameworks for both  
Pre-K and K-12 classrooms. Doing so would help to create healthy learning environments that provide appropriate
interventions for young children who have experienced trauma and have social-emotional or behavioral difficulties.  

In 2014, Massachusetts adopted House Bill 4376, which required the
development of a statewide                                                                                            . The bill
also established a grant program to support pilot programs as models for
creating safe and supportive schools. Since implementation, multiple school
districts have seen improvements including Massachusetts’s Brockton Public
Schools District, which has had 23 schools institute trauma-informed
improvement plans. Arnone Elementary, for example, has seen a 40% drop in
suspensions . Additionally, three hundred of the district’s 1400 teachers have
taken a course about teaching traumatized children offered by the district and
educators at Lesley University.

safe and supportive schools framework 
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Expand state home visiting programs 

Home visiting programs offer a variety of beneficial services including health
check-ups, referrals, screenings, parenting advice, and help monitor child
development. Having high quality home visiting programs help to promote
healthy, strong families, high academic achievement, safe environments, and
a greater sense of community. North Carolina should work to
expand                    home visiting programs throughout state.  

During the 2016 legislative session, Rhode Island lawmakers passed the
Rhode Island Home Visiting Act (                     ) which requires the Department
of Health to coordinate the system of early childhood home visiting services;
implement a statewide home visiting system that uses evidence-based
models proven to improve child and family outcomes; and implement a
system to identify and refer families before the child is born or as early after
the birth of a child as possible . 

Expand outreach to communities to let them know they are eligible for Pre-K services 

Many families are unaware of their options for early childhood education. Improving outreach efforts helps to increase
access to services and emphasize the value of early care and education. North Carolina should engage with various
community serving organizations to develop outreach strategies including workshops, informational packets and parent
support services. It is also important to tailor outreach efforts to the needs of respective communities by having dual
language materials and staff, and culturally appropriate programming.  

Home visiting programs such as the  
                                                           have shown a: 

reduction in language delays of
children at 21 months of age, and a 

50 PERCENT 

48 PERCENT 
reduction in child abuse and neglect, 

reduction in behavioral and intellectual
problems of children at age six 

67 PERCENT 

existing

HB 7220 
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FOR MORE INFO CONTACT: 

Rob Schofield 
NC Policy Watch 

rob@ncpolicywatch.com

Nurse Family Partnership 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter69/Section1P
https://www2.ncdhhs.gov/dph/wch/aboutus/ebhv.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7220.pdf
https://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/

